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representativity would be an inherent good (for example: Salter, 2003). Obviously, if we assumed 
such an ethics, consequentialist arguments against racial favoritism and race-thinking could not 
get off the ground. But, like (preference) utilitarianism, this ethical system does not currently 
have much currency. It does not then put us in a situation to well evaluate viable consequentialist 
arguments (for or) against our cosmopolitan concept of race. Again, we must reason about the 
matter, to the extent we do, from a general ethical frame, such as outlined earlier. 


With respect to this general frame, as we understand it, some degree of “intrinsic racism” is 
acceptable just as some degree of intrinsic self-ism and intrinsic family-ism is. Just as family 
‘nepotism’ is tolerated to a lesser extent than is self ‘nepotism,’ racial ‘nepotism’ is tolerated to a 
lesser extent than is family ‘nepotism.’ To the extent that there is a problem with such favoritism, 
it is one of degree not kind. That is, there is no categorical rejection of racial favoritism, since the 
above kinds of favoritism fall on the same continuum. Those who oppose racial favoritism need 
to explain why, given a general ethical frame, this kind of favoritism is specifically problematic. 
Generally, from the perspective of lived-morality, Singer’s utilitarian conclusion represents the 
moral absurdity that Appiah’s position reduces to. One might frown on genealogical partisanship 
in general, by what are the grounds for claiming that such is worse than partisanship along other 
lines? 


It might be questioned why anyone would be inclined to be partial with respect to race. But the 
answer is obvious. Many people seem to have a genetic disposition for (ethno) racial favoritism 
(Lewis and Bates, 2010; Weber, Johnson, and Arceneaux, 2011; Orey and Park, 2012). Some 
people (correctly) analogize biological race to kinship and apply the same moral logic (e.g., 
Salter, 2003). Others simply identify racially and are partial to those they identify with. Also, 
many people tend to identify with and prefer other people who are more phenotypically similar 
to themselves (for example: Mackinnon, Jordan, and Wilson, 2011; McPherson, Smith-Lovin, 
and Cook, 2001) and, owing to genomic similarity, members of the same biological race happen 
to be, on average, more phenotypically similar to each other than they are to members of other 
races. 


It could be reasoned that for the sake of the social good, despite some people valuing it, racial 
identity — and with it favoritism — should be suppressed. In a similar manner, some argue that gay 
identity should be suppressed on the grounds that it is socially corrosive. And maybe for this end 
the concept of “homosexuality” needs to be deemed scientifically invalid. This logic makes 
sense. But the burden is on those who make such an argument first to make a strong enough case, 
given ordinary ethics, that racial identity and social formations are particularly destructive such 
to outweigh the value of these and to justify, basically, ethnocide (our consideration h versus, for 


'5See, for example, Liberalbiorealist’s (2010) discussion of Peter Singer’s behaviors in relation to utilitarianism. 
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example, c, d, and f.)'!© Second, the burden is on them to extend the argument to one against the 
race concept, given the treatment of other concepts. A persuasive argument along these lines 
seems unlikely. 


VI-F. The Moral Critiques: Arguments based on the “Racial Worldview” 


All three concerns — social inequality, classifying and evaluating, and exclusive favoritism — are 
central to HoSang’s (2014) line of critique. According to this, the race concept does not just 
allow for individuals to be classed and degraded, but it was created for this very purpose. Thus 
HoSang (2014) tells us that the race concept, one of "naturally occurring categories or classes" 
emerged “as an effort to link human variation to explanations for hierarchy and inequality” and 
was “developed explicitly to situate the groups it identified within a colonial worldview.” 


If so, we wonder, why was the race concept developed not by conquistadors and explorers from 
the two colonial superpowers of the era, Spain and Britain, but instead by German and French 
naturalists and philosophers. Why was it employed so frequently to describe the varieties of 
plants and animals? Why was it used to argue against polygenism, a position which could have 
actually provided a theological basis for “hierarchy and inequality." And, we wonder, why was 
the traditional human classification scheme developed and popularized largely by Linnaeus 
(1735) and Blumenbach (1775) based on the variety concept, one which was explicitly said to 
cut out arbitrary, not natural, classifications? 


One need not commit oneself to HoSang’s (2014) untenable position, however. The American 
Anthropological Association (AAA), for example, simply maintains that “race” underwrites the 
“racial worldview” which is bad because it "was invented to assign some groups to perpetual low 
status, while others were permitted access to privilege, power, and wealth.” The AAA, in this 
statement, conveniently makes no distinction between “race” in the specific and intraspecific 
senses — and leaves unsaid the egalitarian employment of the intraspecific race concept. While 
neither concept — species nor subspecies — was “invented” to create social hierarchies, the AAA 
does not commit itself to this position. Rather it does to the position that the “racial worldview” 
was. The race concept, in turn, is guilty of aiding and abetting this view. The phrase “the racial 
worldview” seems to refer to Smedley’s (1998) concept, which is characterized as (to 
paraphrase): 


Peoples can be classed into biologically separate, discrete, and exclusive divisions. 

Phenotypic differences index racial identity and status. 

Each races has a unique sociobiological traits profile. 

Races are unequal. They both can and ought to be ranked and ordered. 

Racial characters, morphological and psychological, are hereditary. 

Distinct races “should be segregated and allowed to create their own institutions, communities, and 
lifestyles, separate from those of other races.” 


DS FG Oy TA 


The critique against the biological race concept would be that it is material with which the racial 
worldview is constructed. In a similar way, the biological concept of “sex” (as in sexual 


116 For a defense of the race concept along the lines that it allows for racial identity, which is a good thing, see 
Outlaw (1996). 
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dimorph) could be critiqued on the grounds that it is used in the construction of the “patriarchal 
worldview” Let us analyze this “racial worldview” to see if the AAA’s indictment has any merit. 
The “race concept” is more or less captured by points (1), (2), and (5) jointly. As with any 
scientific concept, it was “invented” to describe natural phenomena. Point (3) is a claim about 
certain human racial classifications. The AAA concerns itself with the TRC — which, it turns out, 
happened to more or less cut out biological natural divisions. Moreover, the cause of the 
differences discussed by the AAA — socioeconomic ones in the Americas — is still undetermined 
and these differences have been shown to be correlated with genomic racial admixture both 
within and between ethnic populations (Fuerst and Kierkegaard, 2015). So some version of claim 
(3) is not now and was not prior empirically unreasonable. Point (4), sans “ought” and insofar as 
the same sense of “unequal” is applied to other classes and to individuals within these, is just to 
treat racial classes like other ones (e.g., social class) — alternatively, it is to not indulge in late 20" 
and early 21‘ century sensitivities. Point (6), describes an actual political position. Sans “should 
be segregated” this is consistent with UNESCO’s declaration that ethnic groups should not be 
deconstructed; correspondingly, the right to self-segregation seems to be more or less consistent 
with the international principle of national self-determination. It seems that it is at least not crazy 
to support something like point (6). Most of the “racial worldview,” then, seems reasonable. 


The AAA’s indictment of it rests on perceived unjust discrimination. They reason that “present- 
day inequalities [in the Americans] between so-called “racial” groups are not a consequence of 
their biological inheritance but products of historical and contemporary social, economic, 
educational, and political circumstances.” Based on this determination, one for which they 
provide no proof, they conclude that racial classifications were “invented” for the sake of class 
exploitation. Now we can juxtapose “the racial worldview” with what might be called the “anti- 
racial worldview” as outlined by van den Berghe (1981): 


1. All humans are members of a single species and there are no biologically meaningful subspecies within it. 
“Races” are social constructs corresponding to no biological reality. 

2. Differences between human populations are smaller than within them, and such differences as exist (e.g., in 
LQ. tests performance) are largely if not entirely the product of the social environment. 

3. Racism and ethnocentrism are irrational, dysfunctional attitudes. If not downright aberrations, to which 
certain rigid authoritarian types of personality are especially prone. Such attitudes must be combatted 
though social therapy promoting equal status contact groups. 


To parallel Smedley’s “racial worldview” we can add a fourth claim: 


4. These “races” should be integrated and not “allowed to create their own institutions, communities, and 
lifestyles, separate from those of other races.” 


This would be the position that the “no race” view enables and which the AAA seems to adopt. 
As for it, point (1) is a falsehood. The first part of point (2) is true on average, but the second part 
is, as noted above, undetermined. And the claim that group differences are the product of 
exogenous factors underwrites accusations of iniquitous behavior, which are morally problematic 
for the reasons discussed prior. Regarding point (3), the second part now seems to be false since 
such behaviors — to some extent — appear to be rooted in evolved psychology.'!’ The other parts 
are defensible under ordinary morality only if “racism” and “ethnocentrism” are taken to mean 


117Though, see Kelly et al. (2010). 
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“unreasonable racial preferentialism” or “unjustified discrimination.” But the terms are often 
used expansively to mean "racial identitarianism" and "preference for and interest in one's race." 
Insofar as the latter is meant, "combatt[ing]" such attitudes through "social therapy" is an affront 
to ordinary moral sensibilities (e.g., our (c)). Point (4) offends these sensibilities (e.g., our (d)) at 
least by our reading of them. 


Granting the veracity of the considerations above, it is not clear that the “the racial worldview” is 
more morally suspect than the “the anti-racial worldview” and it is clear that the former is more 
epistemologically sound than the latter. An argument against the “race concept” on account of 
supporting the “the racial worldview” then can just as easily, if not more so, be turned into an 
argument for the concept on account of not supporting the opposite. 


To review, arguments against the race concept are largely morally driven. Since race is a 
coherent, meaningful biological concept, arguments that are grounded in logic and empirics 
flounder. Thus, potentially sound arguments have to be grounded in morality. This entails 
scientific moralism. There are general epistemic and social problems with such scientific 
activism. Moreover, there are moral problems with the scientific moralists’ arguments themselves. 
According to these arguments, the concept of race enables unjust inequality and exclusion. It 
does this by encouraging stereotypes and hereditarian speculations (Kitcher, 2007), by 
underwriting classifications which allow for degradation (Hudson, 1996), by underwriting racial 
identification which can be nepotistic (Appiah, 1989), and by underwriting the “racial 
worldview” (HoSang (2014) and the AAA). There are a number of problems with these 
arguments. First, the causes of the said group differences are not established; they could be due 
to evolved genetic propensities. Insofar as denial of biological race obscures this possibility, it 
obstructs justice, which requires an accurate determination of the causes of differences, not wild 
assertions regarding these. Second, the race concept is not unique in allowing for classifications 
which can lead to degradation. And there seems to be no sustainable justification for singling out 
the race concept. Third, given ordinary moral standards, there is nothing obviously morally 
wrong with racial identification and with some degree of racial favoritism. In contrast, there is 
with the destruction of racial cultural identities (ethnocide). Thus, arguments against the race 
concept based on its underwriting racial identity are unsustainable. Moreover, race denialism, 
insofar as it aids in the destruction of racial identity, is impeachable. All of these reasons taken 
together, in conjunction with others, undercut the argument against the race concept by way of 
that against the “racial worldview.” Indeed, they reverse the thrust of it. 
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Conclusion 


In the West, at least, thinking in terms of human natural divisions or biological races is 
stigmatized. It is frequently held that recognizing such divisions is “unscientific” or “illogical.” 
In this essay, it has been shown that this position is untenable. It has been demonstrated that there 
is a coherent, operationalizable concept of race which has been remarkably stable across time 
and which underlies and integrates a plethora of local definitions. Today, this concept makes 
sense of a type of biological variation not made sense of by other common biological scientific 
ones and so plays an epistemic role akin to that it played when it was developed in the 1700s. 


The numerous logical and empirical critiques of the race concept and of specific racial 
classifications were patiently dissected. Most were found to be void of content; none were found 
to be even remotely compelling. The critiques were largely grounded in misreadings of the 
concept and of the literature elaborating it. Ultimately, such arguments represent social 
destructions, since, the Linnaean perspective being false, there is in fact something in nature 
which “race” describes. 


It was noted that critiques of the race concept are largely motivated by moral-egalitarian 
concerns. Despite the socially and epistemically problematic dimension of scientific moralism, 
arguments grounded in it were entertained. These were found to be troubled, given ordinary 
moral sensibilities. More generally, what was dubbed the “anti-racial worldview” was also found 
to be morally problematic. 


And yet such arguments are incessantly made and put forth with great zeal. This suggests that 
deep sociopolitical factors might be promoting them. Indeed, a number of anthropologists who 
have studied the topic have deduced the same; they have just interpreted such kinds of factors as 
underwriting the construction not destruction of the concept. If the analysis here is correct, the 
politics of the destruction of the race concept would be a fruitful area of exploration. Specifically, 
the degree to which criticism of the race concept is promoted by macro-sociopolitical agendas 
related to the multicultural and international projects needs to be explored in depth. 
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